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doubt if its publication, which will now never take
place, would have added to his reputation as a
practical politician ; I am not sure it would not
subtract from it, though it might well have
enhanced his fame as a far-seeing thinker. There
was sometimes a lack of coherence in his expression
of his views on the subject, while according to Lord
Haldane his memory was sadly at fault. One day he
had a passage of arms with Lord Haldane, to whom
I owe the following account of it. He was declaim-
ing against the " conversations " between the
British and French General Staffs in 1910 as a
secret to which the Cabinet as a whole had not been
a party, and himself the least. " But you were a
party to them/* replied Lord Haldane. This
Lord Morley strenuously denied. " Have you
got your red box of papers of the Committee of
Imperial Defence ? ** replied Lord Haldane. The
box was produced. And out of it Lord Haldane
extracted a memorandum of General Ewart's
exposition to the Committee of Imperial Defence
in 1910 of the plans for the concentration at
Maubeuge. And at the foot of it, in Lord Morley's
handwriting, were two tell-tale postscripts, the
first, ** Doubtful if I ought to approve of this," the
second, " But I suppose it's in the interests of Euro-
pean peace " This story was told me some months
after Lord Morley's death, and I never had a chance
of catechizing him about it. He often returned to
the theme as though it were an obsession* I
have a note of a conversation on September 20,
1921, in which he asked me rhetorically, not for
the first time, " Why didn't we make it clear to